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Personal Journal Entry 



 

 

 I picture him lying there, in the dust of the Damascan road, those moments 
after he met the Savior, Jesus Christ, after he beheld the Glory of the Risen Lord. The 
Light had physically blinded him. The Thunder of His Voice still echoing straight 
through his heart. “Who are You, Lord?” Paul had asked. “What shall I do, Lord?” he 
had asked again. His colleagues would lead him to town where Paul – known in those 
days as Saul – would stay, not eating or drinking for three days. 
 Three days. 
 The Lord let Paul stay in the words of His rebuke. Ananias would eventually 
come and lay hands on him. Paul would see again. He would be baptized in water and 
filled with the Holy Spirit. But before that happened, Paul was given three days to hear 
the words over and over, “Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute Me?” He would be left in 
the conviction of his sin against the Holy One. He would stay where few of us dare to stay 
– on his face, in his sin, before the Savior of the World. 
 I think about that dust on the road to Damascus and how much Paul left there 
that day of their first encounter. In the language of the Bible, Paul left what he had 
worked all his life to attain -- his Crown. He would call it, in his first letter to the Corin-
thians “a crown that will not last.” The athlete trains hard and competes hard in order to 
win the race and receive the great prize, the Crown of achievement. Ah, Paul said to 
them, but that Crown perishes. It lasts only a short time. There’s another kind of race, 
another kind of Crown – one that will last forever. He said it because he knew what it 
was like to lose the one, just as he knew the grace of receiving the other. 
 Even in his Damascan blindness, Paul saw the Crown of his own making cast 
down into the dust of utter ruin. He would later describe it in graphic terms. “Dung!” he 
would say to the Church at Philippi. That Crown had once meant everything. He prided 
himself that he was a covenant Jew, circumcised on the eighth day, a descendant from 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews, a Pharisee trained at the feet of the finest 
rabbi in the Jewish world – Gamaliel! He was a zealous man for the Law and the tradi-
tions of his fathers, far exceeding his own contemporaries. He was proud of his persecu-
tion of the Church. In the Name of the God of Abraham, this young man had all the 
promise of greatness in his generation. That Crown! What else matters in life than this? 
 In all our advancements over two thousand years, little has changed. I was 
raised with the exact same passion. It mattered what family I came from, what schools I 
attended, what degrees I had earned, who I knew,  who knew me, what I had achieved, 
where I lived – is it the right section of town? Do I belong to the right social circles? – 
what I own, what I wear, where I’ve traveled, and what I am yet to accomplish – ah, the 
dreams of the Crowns yet to be won! And the cycle repeats a thousand times over: What 
about the children? Where are they in school? What have they accomplished? God for-
bid, one of the children comes in second or chooses wrongly to rebel. 
 Paul said, “dung.” 
 He saw it laying in the dust on the Damascan road, trampled down by the Light 
of Glory, laying waste in a flash of time, like the twinkling of an eye – gone, gone forever. 
I see him picking it up, just as I have done with mine – have you done it with yours? -- 
and holding it with every sense alive – the sounds, the smells, the sights, the touch, the 
taste of the glory we so desperately long for in this life. What were we thinking? What 
were we giving our lives to for all those years? Why didn’t we know that these Crowns do 
not survive the grave? They perish with us. What a gift Paul had that glorious Day. To 
hold that Crown one last time. To see its demise. To stand up, to walk on, to leave it    
behind and to say – “dung.” It just doesn’t compare with the One he had just met. 

The Crown Journal Entry 

 

  
 
 
 

The Glory to Come 

A Study of Revelation Four and Five 
 

 

It's all about here and now says the world. The economy profits 

only if our every need is quickly satisfied. The Church, compet-

ing hard for our attention, easily falls into the same rut; preaching 

a consumer gospel intended to out-satisfy anything the world  

offers. But the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, as recorded in 

Scripture, speaks of something greater than the here and now. 

There is a narrow door, and a narrow path, leading to eternal life. 

For just a moment, completely outside of time, John sees that 

door standing open in heaven. He hears the Lord Jesus call him 

and, suddenly, in the Holy Spirit, the apostle enters into the  

eternal Throne Room of the Almighty God. He experiences the 

worship of all creation.  He also witnesses an event like no other 

when the Lamb of God steps forward to do what no one else in all 

creation could do. As praise erupts from the highest heaven to the 

lowest part of hell, nothing could be clearer: There is a Glory to 

come.  We have choices to make. We can focus on satisfying our 

every need in the here and now. Or we can follow the Lord Jesus 

Christ as He leads us, and those we love, in true discipleship for 

the Days to come. Nothing is more critical in these sinful times. 



 

 
LESSON 1         “The Two Doors” 

 
Observations:  General Comments on Revelation 4-5 set in Context of Rev 1-3 

♦ Final Scene at Laodicea [3:14-22] – The Lord Jesus Standing Outside Door 
[3:20] 

♦ First Scene in Rev 4:1 – John Sees / Door Open in Heaven – There are Two 
Doors 

♦ Two Doors of Matt 7:13-14 / Most Hated Doctrine of Exclusivity / Narrow-
ness 

♦ Scene After Death 7:21-23 [see Luke 13:23-30] – Terrors of the Laodicean      
Deception 

♦ Distinction among “converted” / 1 Peter 4:17-18 / Thunders of His Word 
   

Strive to Enter the Narrow Door / Walk Narrow Way 
 ~ Most Urgent Question: What is your relationship to that Door? 
 ~ Attitude: Is it that of John or the Laodiceans? 
 ~ Thunders: Is your striving here – or is it after death? 
 ~ Response: Have you broken from Crowd / to follow the Way? 
 
I. The Lord Jesus Christ:  More than a Sermon – He Modeled it 

A. He is the Door: See John 10:9 [10:1-10] / Compare to Passover Door  [Ex 
12:21-23]  New Testament Message: Acts 4:12 – No other way of salvation 
but the Lord Jesus 

B. He is the Way: See John 14:6 [14:1-7] / Compare to the Rending of Veil 
[Matt 27:51] 

C. He demonstrated that way – obedience to the Law / to Father / Eternal Plan 
set for Him 

D. He broke from Crowd: After Transfiguration, He set His face to Jerusalem 
– Luke 9:51 

E. He chose the Father’s will in Gethsemane / At Trial / Bearing Cross against 
the Crowd  

F.      ** THE NARROW GATE / NARROW WAY – Look at Him – No 

Compromises!  
 

     
Application:  What Will We Do—The Lord’s Command?: Luke 14:27 / 9:23? 
Christians Break From the Crowd / Find the Narrow Gate / Walk the Way            
Everlasting 

 
See Gal 6:14 / Col 3:5 / Titus 2:11-12 / I John 1:6 – 2:6 – 3:6 / 1 John 2:15-17 
  
Early Christians called “Followers of the Way” – Acts 9:2 / 19:23 / 22:4 / 24:14 
You Can See Us / More than Public Confession / Our Footsteps Are Speaking 
Matt 7:15: Behold the Laodicean Serpent Dressed as Sheep – Demanding us 

 

 

  

C. The Total Inability of our Condition: They Cry is Always the Same, 
“What Shall I Do, Lord?”  

 1.  Nature of the Law [Rom 3:19-20] / Nature of Grace [Eph 2:8-9] and  
 Truth [John 3:19] 
 2.  We are Utterly Dependent / In Need of Rescue / Lost Without         
 Sovereign Intervention 

 
III. Three Miracles That Result From Acts 2:38  

A. His Gift of Repentance: Note this as a Sovereign Gift – Acts 5:31 / 11:18 
/ Rom 2:4 / 2 Tim 2:25 

B. His Gift of Forgiveness: This too is a Sovereign Gift only possible In 
Christ: Acts 13:38 / Eph 1:7 

C. His Gift of the Indwelling Holy Spirit: The Sovereign Intervention – Born 
Again in Jesus Christ! 

 ** The Result:  Worship -- Rom 7:25: “Thanks be to God – through  
   Jesus Christ our Lord!” 
   Radical Change – Rom 8:1: “Therefore, there is now no 
   condemnation” 
   New Life – Rom 8:9: The Sinful Nature has lost the  
   reins of control and power 
 

Bridge: The Ministry of the Holy Spirit imparts a Glimpse of Glory, this 
Encounter with God’s Holiness.  By it, we are Convicted and either Turn 
Away in Eternal Rebellion or we are Forever Changed.  For those Changed, 
at the Sound of His Name, we Fall before Him, Casting down our Crowns. 

 
 
 
  

 
Almighty God and Father,  

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us and Your Church. 
Open our Ears to Hear Your Word  

and let Faith Come by the Hearing of that Word. 
Convict us by Your Spirit, 

Reveal our Sins and our Total Inability to Save Ourselves. 
Give us a Seeking Heart, 

Forbidding us to Turn Away From You in our Rebellion. 
Grant us the Sovereign Gift of Repentance,  
Forgiveness of Sin, and Your Holy Spirit. 

Establish the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our lives 
that we might walk in Your ways 

Make us Witnesses to Those Around us and 
Prepare us for the Glory to Come. 

Amen  



 

 

Lesson 6 The Crown 

 
Observations: 

♦ 24 Elders falling down before Him in worship [5:8 / 5:14], Casting their 
Crowns—4:4 / 4:10 

♦ Falling Down in His Presence: Rev 1:17 / Lev 9:24 / I Chron 21:16 / Ezek 
3:23 / Matt 17:6 

♦ Crowns of Gold – All our lives for crowns that will not last—1 Cor 9:25/ 2 
Tim 4:8 / Jas 1:12 

 
** We Come to the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit / His Ministry to    

 Prepare us for the Glory to Come 
** He Brings Us a Taste of Heaven / We come under Convictions / He Does 

 His Work of Radical Change 
 
I. Three Principles at Work in Acts 2:36-37 

A. The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost: Sovereign Act / Clothed with 
Power from on High.  The Lord Jesus commanded us to wait for Him: 1:4/ 
Pentecost repeated: 4:31/10:44/ 19:6 

B. The Proclamation of God’s Word: God’s chosen method–“Faith Comes from 
Hearing” Rom 10:17.  Heb 1:1-3: God at Creation / In the Law-Prophets / 
Finally in His Son – For Salvation 

C. The Response: They were “Cut To The Heart” – in Greek: To Pierce 
Through / Prick / Pain Heart.  Cry of Helplessness: “What Shall We Do?” – 
The Holy Spirit Convicting of Sin – Jn 16:8 

** Note Three Principles in Gen 3:8f: His Presence Near / His Word Spoken / 
Couple Behind Tree 
** Note Three Principles in Acts 22:6-10: The Light / Jesus’ Word / Response: 
What shall I do? 
Bridge:  Holy Spirit Convictions are the Beginning of Salvation and the Es-
sence of Radical Discipleship 
 

II. Three Principles of Conviction Applied from God’s Word 
A. The Nature of Our Condition: Not simply a wrong ACT requiring confes-

sion, forgiveness, change 
  1.  Verdict: We have a Sinful NATURE – Jer 13:23 / Rom 7:18-24 / Gal 
       5:19-12 / Eph 2:1-3 
  2.  Work of the Holy Spirit: Get Behind the Outward Symptoms / Expose the 
        Inward Cause 
B. The Consequence of Our Condition: What happens to us in this state of sin 

without a Savior? 
  1.  Acts 9:9: Paul spends three days in the conviction of his sin before      
       baptism / healing 
  2.  Rom 7:24: Paul confesses [“wretched man”] / He knows consequence 
       [“body of death”] 

Bridge: Two Choices when someone is awakened by the Spirit to know their 
sins and their consequences.  They either HARDEN and Turn Away / or 
they Turn Toward the Lord with a SEEKING heart. 

 

 

II.  The Sound of Knocking -- Principle in the Day of Judgment / Hard to 
Hear Him Calling 

A. Evangelist Noah:  Days like ours [Luke 17:26] Narrow Door / Only Eight 
Saved 

B. Evangelist Lot: Days like ours [Luke 17:28] Narrow Gate Out / Remember 
Lot’s Wife.  No Contraband through Gate / No turning back to Sodom – 
Luke 9:62   

C. Evangelist Rahab: Broke from Crowd / Scarlet Cord / Must Come in be-
fore Trumpets 

D. Evangelists Moses / Joshua-Caleb / Mordecai / Prophets / Daniel / 3 
Friends of Daniel 

E. ** Break From Crowd: Stand Out / Be Different / Be Talk of Others / Be 
Rejected 

F. ** Hear the Sound of Knocking: The Lord Jesus at Narrow Door saying 
FOLLOW ME 

 
III. The Act of Seeing – By an act of Revelation / God opening his eyes / 
Apocalypse – the unveiling  

A. 2 Cor 4:4: This is the devil’s work. He blinds the minds / not to see light of 
the gospel 

B. 2 Cor 4:5: This is God’s work. The proclamation of Jesus Christ as Lord 
C. 2 Cor 4:6: This act of Revelation. God shining in the heart – opening the 

eyes of heart 
 
Application: There is a Narrow Door on Earth foreshadowing the Open Door in 
 Heaven 

1. Narrow the Entrance / Narrow the Disciple’s Walk Bearing the Savior’s 
Cross 

2. Attitude: What is your relationship to that door? Can you see? Can you 
hear? 

3. Thunders: Are you striving to enter the Narrow Door / to walk that Nar-
row way? 

4. Response: Have you Broken from Crowd / Renounced your Sin / Said YES!   
Are you saved? Are you known for the being a Follower of the Way? 

 

 
 

NEXT WEEK: “The Throne” – READ REVELATION 4 
Read Those Passages in Scripture When 

Heaven’s Doors Open Wide 

 

 



 

 
The Two Doors Journal Entry 

 
   Erilynne and I have long been convinced that Revelation 4 and 5 stand out as 
one of the most exalted passages in Scripture. We are given permission to enter through 
the Door of Heaven, that Veil separating time and eternity, here and our homeland, and 
experience a foretaste of the ineffable glories to come. God the Father, seated on His 
Throne, worshipped and adored by all creation, day and night, in unending hymns of 
praise. God the Son doing the absolute unthinkable, descending from His Throne of 
Glory, standing before His Father to willingly accept His office and function as the sacrifi-
cial Lamb. God the Holy Spirit, portrayed in the Lampstand of power and light, applying 
to us the graces of salvation that allow us to be changed from mortality to immortality 
and gain access into the Throne Room of Glory. Three times the cry: HOLY, HOLY, 
HOLY to the Lord God Almighty.  It all starts with that door. 
  Commentarians always separate Rev 4:1 from chapters 1-3 as a natural divi-
sion. After all, it’s a new vision. Chapters 1-3 happen on the island of Patmos where John 
is imprisoned. The Lord Jesus meets John. He tells John to write to the seven churches. It 
is the most moving of passages: The Lord Jesus standing in the midst of His Church. And 
then, we begin afresh in chapter 4 where John is taken into the Throne Room. 
  But I am personally struck in how chapter 3 ends. There is a door in 3:20. It is 
the most frightening of all doors on earth. Look at its appearance. This is not the door 
leading to evil, to wickedness, to the sins of the fallen nature that lead to eternal damna-
tion. No, it is nothing less than the door leading into the Church at Laodicea. Here’s the 
point: The Church is meeting inside. They have this attitude, “I am rich; I have acquired 
wealth and do not need a thing.” The devil has deceived them for they do not realize that 
they “are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” These people are to be studied and 
known. They believe they are Christians. They believe when they die the Door of Heaven 
will be wide open to them. They have no idea the Lord Jesus stands outside, knocking, 
calling out to them, making His appeal. How is it possible that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Head of the Church, is standing outside the Door of His Church? Is this not terrifying to 
us? 
 And then it happens, at the beginning of Rev 4. That Door in Heaven! John sees 
it, and miracle of miracles, it is open! And more, John is given entrance. He is enabled by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus, to “approach 
the Throne of Grace.” [Hebrews 4:16] And that is where our story begins. 
  In these days, I wonder to myself if there is no more significant message to the 
people of our generation than this: Where do you stand? Have you come inside that Nar-
row Door where the precious blood of the Lamb is placed on the doorframes? Or is it 
possible that you are standing nearby – close enough to believe you are in and a fellow 
member with the saints – but still outside so you can eat, drink, and be merry with the 
world in its passions and lusts? I fear for all of us that we want desperately to have the 
assurance of being saved for eternal bliss and yet, with all our hearts, we want the permis-
sion to live our lives as we please, walking the path that is wide, that is broad, but that 
leads to destruction. 
  We cannot have it both ways. If we enter the Narrow Door then we must live, by 
His power working in us, that Narrow path as His disciples taking daily His cross. This is 
the way to eternal life. Then on that Day we will see the eternal Door open wide for us to 
come Home. Oh what joy! What glory! Lord Jesus, cause us to strive for that Narrow 
Way!  
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 Don’t tell. 
 
 As far back as I can remember, my family lived with a guiding principle: When it 
comes to bad news, if at all possible, don’t tell. The idea of my forebears was to protect 
those they loved from the tragedies, the storms, the miseries of life. In this way, as children, 
we rarely knew the difficulties facing our parents or the crises plaguing our extended fam-
ily and friends. Don’t tell – we don’t need to know. Don’t tell – and we were able to skip 
through life unprepared for the trials to come. 
 And they inevitably came. At the age of sixteen I stood in front of my mother’s 
casket in profound disbelief. There was no way to hide this news, no way to protect me or 
any of my siblings from the ravages of cancer that had stolen my mother’s life at the age of 
forty-five. From that day on, my eyes were opened to a New World where Death reigned, 
the Flesh and the Devil tormented, and Fear became a force to be reckoned with. I was not 
prepared for those days. In the name of Love, I was not told. In a flash, in the twinkling of 
an eye, the rug was pulled and I was falling. 
 I later learned the secret. It is easier not to tell.  We don’t like to confront. I un-
derstand the nature of love to PROTECT but I also came to know the nature of love to 
PREPARE. I often recall my parents, for example, giving me warning as a young boy never 
to walk home alone from school. They told me about children who had been abducted on 
the streets of our hometown, and how, quite possibly, the same could happen to me. A 
“stranger” might approach, they said, offering me candy, convincing me to ride home with 
him. “Never talk to strangers!” This was the line that sunk deep at home and at school, 
repeated enough to scare me, yes, but it worked. I didn’t walk alone. I didn’t talk to strang-
ers. I knew what to do in case it happened. It was love that prepared me. It is love that 
prepares us. 
 A few weeks ago, the nightly news showed a man capturing an eleven-year-old girl 
on a car wash surveillance camera. The next day the man was caught. The day after, the 
girl’s body was found. A little while later, I was talking to a mother of an eleven-year-old. 
How hard it was for her to sit down with her daughter! She didn’t want to do it. She 
wanted to keep her daughter happy and carefree, skipping through life for as long as she 
can before facing the troubles of this life. 
 Bottom line: It’s hard to confront. We don’t want to sit down with those we love 
and tell them the truth. Don’t rock the boat. Keep everyone happy. It’s the logic families 
often use when the doctor tells them their loved one has a terminal illness and they choose, 
as an act of love, not to tell their dying loved one. It’s the logic friends use when they choose 
not to challenge their friends when they step boldly onto a path of sin and self-destruction. 
It’s the logic preachers use when we get into the pulpit and choose, as an act of love, not to 
speak forth the Full Counsel of God. We want to keep the congregation happy. We want 
them to like us. We don’t want, God forbid, to confront. We don’t want to rock their world. 
So we soften the message. We make it easier for their ears to hear.  There is nothing the 
devil likes more: Don’t tell. 
 Thank God, from beginning to end, the Bible tells us the truth. It speaks openly 
that we are born in sin, that we are “destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.” 
[Hebrews 9:27] It tells us that a day is coming when “the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate the people one from another” [Matt 25:31-46] some to “the eter-
nal fire” and some to “eternal life.” It is God’s love that tells us that. He prepares, warns, 
confronts, and shows us the path of life. If we have ears to hear what the Holy Spirit is say-
ing, we will find ourselves prepared for that glorious Day. 

The Fire Journal Entry 
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LESSON 2       The Throne Room 

 
  Observations: 

♦ The Unveiling / Apocalypse: John sees the Eternal Door standing open in 
heaven 

♦ The Bible Takes Us There a Thousand Times [Eden, Holy of Holies, Isa 6, 
Dan 7, Mt 17] 

♦ The Promise That Every Eye Will See – Rev 1:7 / Luke 16:23 – From  
Heaven or Hell 

 
I. THE SAVING EVENT: Miraculous Power and Grace of God Snatching us 
from the Outer Court 

A.  Word of God: “Come up Here” -- Voice like a Trumpet [Rev 1:10] – Act of  
 Proclamation 
B.  Action of Holy Spirit [vs 2]: His essential role in our salvation – John      
 20:22 / Eph 1:13 
C.  Presentation to Father: See Jn 14:6 / Trinity Acting on our behalf:  Eph 1:3-14 
 Rev 1:4-6 

 
II. THERE IS A PLACE -- Revelation 4:1-8b    Context: The Altar / Tent of 
Meeting / Tabernacle / Mt. Zion / Temple – Standing in Outer Court 

A.  THRONE:  Ark/ Mercy Seat/ Cherubim – “enthroned between the  
 cheruim”    [Ps 99]. 
  vs 3: Jasper [“clear as crystal” - holiness] / Carnelian – [blood red – fire 

   – judgment] .  1 Tim 6:16 / Isa 6 “high and exalted” /  
   Ancient of Days / Sovereignty 
  vs 3: Emerald Rainbow: Covenant God – w/Creation / [4th stone 
   – color in glory] 
B.  24 ELDERS:  not High Priest with no seat / 12 Tribes – 12 Apostles /   
 Representative of All God’s People 
  vs 4: Dressed in white – levitical priests / Crowns of Gold – as 
   kings [5:10] 
  vs 5: MOUNT SINAI – Thunder / Lightning [smoke, earthquake,  

   trumpet,  trembling] .  Only Moses – until Ex 24:9f: Moses and 
   70 Elders [saw God / ate and drank] 

C.   LAMPSTAND:  
  vs 5: Defined as the Holy Spirit [Rev 1:4; Zech 4] / Defined as 
   Church [1:20] 
D.   SEA OF GLASS: 
  vs 6:   Picture of Ceremonial Cleansing / Note: Sea is gone in 
   Rev 21:1 
E.   CHERUBIM: vs-6-8 – Guarding Throne Ex 25:22 / Representing        
   Creation / Heb 4:13 eyes 

 
Application:  There is a place. Throne Room of the Universe. Absolute Sovereign   
Majesty. We are not in Control. It’s not about us. We are not the center of the universe.  

 

NOTE:  
Lot: tormented but he was unable to act / to rescue-persuade-lead / to leave in his 

own power.  Heart can feel torment-rending but when the coldness of toleration 
sets in over time--powerless 

Sodom: gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion [Jude 7]–serve as 
an example 

Sodom: arrogant / overfed / unconcerned / haughty / did not help poor - needy 
[Ezek 16:49] 

Sodom: Is it here? Has wickedness increased? Are we numb? Have we grown im-
mune to sin?  Do we know something about torment? Have we got the ability to 
act – to leave? 

 
Bridge:  The Lord Jesus did not tolerate sin. He entered into its full torment on 
Calvary – on our behalf.  John Wesley is quoted  “while he was describing the 
change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 
strangely warmed.” [Aldersgate, May 1738] 
 

III. TEMPTATION – The Devil’s Power to Keep Us Cold in Heart – See 
Gen 19:26: “But Lot’s wife…” 

A. Gen 19:16f: The Lord’s Mercy / Angels Grabbed Them / Commanded: 
“Flee for your lives!”.  Don’t Look Back” / The Act of Lot’s Wife in Turn-
ing Back / Leave yet Not Leave 

B. Luke 17:28f: Days of Lot SAME as Days of Son of Man. Luke 17:32: 
“Remember Lot’s wife!” 

C. Luke 9:62: Jesus said, "No one who…looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdom of God." 

NOTE: Caught between two kingdoms. You cannot serve both. He has done His 
part. Matter of the heart!  In front—the Glory of God. Behind—the Corruption 
of World and its final judgment. Eternal Fire. 
** The Devil’s Temptation of Adam in Eden / of the Lord Jesus / of us – see 1 
John 2:15-17 
** Jer 17:9: We need a Savior / Change our Heart / Deliver us from the eternal 
flames of hell 

Application:  
1. Are we TOLERATING sin? Is it possible our hearts are cold–immune-insensitive 

to sin? 
2. Are we TORMENTED when we sin / when we are in the midst of sin? Is our 

heart rent?  Do we weep with what hurts the heart of God? Do we have the 
power to stop? 

3. Are we TEMPTED in going back? Do we know the eternal fires raining on 
Sodom? 
** Examine our Cold Hearts. Prepare for the Coming Day. Flee to the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 
J. Edwards: “I think it is a reasonable thing to endeavor to fright persons from 
hell. They stand on its brink and are just ready to fall into it, and are senseless 
of their danger.” 

 
NEXT WEEK: “The Crown” – READ REVELATION 4 and 5 

Read Rev 1:12-18 / Acts 22:6-11 / Luke 3:7-18  



 

 
Lesson 5 The Fire 

 
Observations:  
♦ Twice in Rev 5 [vs 3, 13] we are introduced to those in torment -- “under the 

earth”        [see Phil 2:10] 
♦ Far from the Absence of God, they behold the Glory of God from across the 

Chasm       [Luke 16:19f] 
♦ This Real Place of Eternal Punishment: Mark 9:42f / Matt 13:41f / Matt 25:41, 

46 / Rev 20:10-15.     J. Edwards: “Almost every natural man that hears of hell, 
flatters himself that he shall escape it” 

 
Premise: We live in a time of greatest danger. The Lord Jesus Christ said that 
“because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.” 
[Matt 24:12] Have we become cold to this Judgment Day? 

 
I.  TOLERATE – The Process of Becoming Cold – See Rev 2:20: “You 
tolerate that woman Jezebel”.  Tolerate means, in positive: To allow / permit. In 
negative: To not forbid / prevent / stop / restrain.  Note the process in Lot’s life and 
his reaction to Sodom and Gomorrah / Compare to our Day 

A. Gen 13:6-7: Lot/Abram – quarreling herdsmen. Part company. Lot 
“pitched his tent NEAR Sodom.” 

B. Gen 14:11-12: War against Sodom. Lot and possessions carried off, “since 
he was living IN Sodom” 

C. Gen 19:1: Angels arrive in Sodom. “Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom” 
– place of LEADERSHIP 

** No understanding that coldness is a slow imperceptible process of toleration 
/ It is a choice each time 

 
II. TORMENT – The Grace Offered in Times of Coldness – See 2 Pet 2:4-
10: “Lot…tormented”.   Note: We see Lot distressed and tormented by filthy lives 
of lawless men / lawless deeds.  He responded to Angels / Knew wickedness in 
Sodom / Believed God’s Word / Obeyed. 

A. Distressed: To be oppressed / to tire and exhaust with labor – labor down 
B. Tormented: Used to describe Hell / place of torment – Luke 16: 23, 28 / 

20:10 “tormented…forever” 
** Old Testament: Picture of Rending Garment / Described in Joel 2:13 as  the 
Rending of the Heart 

 

 

III. THERE IS AN EXPERIENCE OF DIVINE WORSHIP  - Rev 4:8c-11 
Context:  “Day and Night” – this scene is out of chronological time/ yet in a time 
between Advents 

A.  NEVER STOP: Unceasing worship – picture of Mt. Zion under King  
 David [1 Chron 25] 
B.  WORSHIP: [vs 9: “give glory, honor and thanks”] / The Psalms –  
 specifically Psalms 96-100 
     1.  HOLINESS: Isa 6/ Three times / Meaning Separated– Standing Apart 
  – Absolute Purity 
      2.  ALMIGHTY: He who has all power –omnipotent / Found 12 times  
  NT – 9 in Revelation 
 3.  ETERNAL: He who is everlasting / Ex 3:14 “I AM” / Rev 1:4, 8:  
  Who was-is-is to come 
C.  FALLING DOWN / CASTING  CROWN: Elders worship -- “glory and 
 honor and power” 
      1.  WORTHY: Comparative – none like Him -- Ex 15:11 / Isa   
  40:25 –  Worthship 
      2.  OUR LORD: Smallest word “our” – but it is a covenant word  
  of be longing 
      3.  CREATOR: Praise because it’s Him – Power – “It is He who made  
  us” Ps 100.3  Choice: You created all things – BY YOUR  
  WILL – Acts 17:28 

 

Application: There is a Place. There is an Event. There is One seated on the Ever-
lasting Throne. Not about us.  Not about–Gen 3 problem.  Not about personal prob-
lems/ anxieties.  Worship and Adore Him / Seek Him 1st / Love Him as 1st Command 
/ Ps 121:1. 
 

IV. THERE IS A DAY COMING -- Revelation 4:1-2a 
A.  ALL MEN ARE LIKE GRASS [Isa 40:6]: Appointment set: We don’t
 know when / how 
B.  EVERY EYE [1:7; 2 Cor 5:10; Mt 25:32; Luke 16:23]: We will all 
 stand before the throne 
C.  IN HEAVEN/ ON EARTH/ UNDER EARTH [5:13/ Phil 2:10]: Where 
 will you be? 

 

Application:  Nothing takes precedence/ Clarity of sinful nature/ Depth of call:     
SEEK HIM.   
1. There is a Door that God Opens – John 10:9 -- it is called THE WAY [Acts 9:2]   
2. There is a Voice that Calls – none other than the Lord Jesus Christ [trumpet 

1:10f].   
3. There is a Helper that makes it happen – the Holy Spirit [4:2] – means of      

salvation. 
4. Then we COME UP HERE – All things are Possible. Perspective is given. 

Peace in Jesus ours. 
 

NEXT WEEK: “The Scroll” – READ REVELATION 5:1-7 
Read Hebrews 10:5-10 / Gospel Accounts of Gethsemane / Daniel 7:9-14 



 

 

The Throne Room Journal Entry 

 
   The Bible takes us there a thousand times. It is the place where the Lord God 
Almighty sits “enthroned between the cherubim.” We were made for this Holy Place, 
created in God’s image and likeness. But, it didn’t last long. At the very beginning of 
time, we were thrown out of Eden because of our sin and because that sin changed us 
from life to death, from the kingdom of Glory to the kingdom of the Evil One. If there 
were no promises to return Home, how could we live? We would be a people of utter de-
spair knowing only the promise of a hopeless death and an eternity of weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth. 
  When Eden came back in the Old Testament, we still were not able to enter His 
Holy Presence. Moses was told on Mt Sinai: “See to it that you make everything accord-
ing to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” And so, the tabernacle was built. The 
inner room, the Holy of Holies, became the Throne Room of the Sovereign Lord and only 
one person, once a year, was allowed entrance – and not without blood. The Lord told the 
high priest “not to come whenever he chooses…or else he will die.”  God is Holy and He 
never compromises His Holiness. 

  For a brief time, the Lord gave access into His Presence. It was during 
the reign of King David. The Holy of Holies was placed on Mt Zion. There King David 
danced before the Lord. The Levites set apart for music, worship, praise and thanksgiv-
ing attended the Throne of the Almighty twenty-four hours a day. This Mt Zion was noth-
ing less than a foretaste of Glory and a promise that one day the veil separating us would 
finally be rent, our sins dealt with in justice and mercy, and the invitation extended– 
COME UP HERE. The days of Mt Zion passed with King David’s era but the prophets 
continued to speak of Mt Zion. A new day was coming when the Messiah would escort us 
to His Father’s Throne. 

  This is why the gospel is called “good news.” There is a way Home. The 
door opened on Good Friday when the Lord Jesus, suffering on the Cross, told the thief 
that he would be in Paradise that day. It happened when He gave up His spirit, and the 
veil guarding the Holy of Holies in the temple was rent from top to bottom, from Heaven 
to Earth. We, by the grace of God, have permission to enter His Most Holy Presence by 
way of Jesus’ blood. 

  But how is it that we should enter? What is the state of our hearts and 
minds as we hear this invitation to COME UP HERE? How I fear for us in these days. Do 
we know something about how to approach this Throne of Grace? Have we any idea what 
it means that God is Holy and He never compromises His Holiness? My greatest concern 
is that we are a people born in a culture of great presumption. The majority of Americans 
believe we are deserving of our rights, entitled to all the blessings and benefits this life 
provides, and assured that we will most certainly gain entrance into Heaven when we die. 
We come to church when we please, how we please. We often enter His Presence with 
great casualness and with an attitude that’s often complacent and proud, unbefitting the 
King of Glory. 

   There is a call – “Come up here” -- that is holy. The entrance is the 
Savior’s Cross. The One who makes it happen is the Holy Spirit. The place is the Father’s 
Throne. Holy is His Name. Holy is His Song. And that holiness is meant to fill our hearts 
with reverence and awe so that we come in humility, in the fear of the Lord, and in deep 
and abiding thanks. He has provided us a way Home. He has given us His Holy Spirit. He 
has called us to be with Him where He is. Nothing is more important in our day than we 
come before Him with the Honor that is due is His Name. Lord, save us from ourselves as 
we come before You. Amen. 
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Personal Journal Entry 



 

 

 

The Lamb Journal Entry 

 The Lord Jesus spoke to the heart. He told the religious leaders of His day, “You 
belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.” From the 
very beginning, Isaiah tells us, the devil’s desire has always been the same. He said in his 
heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit en-
throned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will 
ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” If only he 
could take the Eternal Throne for himself. That’s his desire. It’s the desire of all who be-
long to him: The Exaltation of the Self. 
  For this reason, what happens in Revelation Five is beyond human reason. This 
Victor, the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who utterly defeated the devil and all his hosts on 
Calvary’s Holy Hill, the One who earned the right to stand “in the center of the Throne”, 
appears before all Creation as The Lamb. Why is He not seen as “The Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah” roaring in triumph and power? He is the Conquering Hero, the Champion over 
Sin and Death, the Mighty Savior of those in need. How is it that He takes to Himself the 
symbols of weakness, not Power – gentleness, not the Crown shimmering with Majesty and 
Glory -humility, and not this Self-Exaltation we all know so well? 
  Once again, and forever, He is modeling the Upside Down Kingdom of His Fa-
ther. He told us that “many who are first will be last”, “the greatest must become like the 
youngest, and the leader like the servant.” He said He had come not to recline at table but 
“as the One who serves” and that “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” He taught that unless we change and become like 
little children, we will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s not like the Kingdom of the 
World, nor the Fallen Prince that rules it. 
  The Prophets told us when He came He would have “no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to Him.” He would be despised and rejected of men. He would be called “A Man 
of Sorrows” and “Familiar with Suffering.” He would be like a “lamb led to the slaugh-
ter.” The Gospel writers told us that this Great King, the King of All Kings, was born in 
poverty, a lowly manger, with only a handful of Shepherds attending the Child and His 
family. On the day of His Announcement as King [even the Prophets told us this] He en-
tered Jerusalem, the City of God, on a humble donkey. By the end of that Holy Week, He 
was mocked, beaten, humiliated, adorned with a crown of thorns round his Sacred Head, 
and crucified as the lowliest of all – “I am a worm and not a man.” The Apostle Paul said it 
this way: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.” 
  By the time the story ends in Revelation, an invitation goes out, “Let us rejoice 
and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has 
made herself ready.” The Bride is known for all time as “the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 
She bears His Name. She belongs to Him. The principles – humility, weakness, poverty, 
sacrifice – are with her. 
  How easy it is to push all this imagery aside. We want to love the Lord Jesus who 
reigns at the Father’s right hand, King of Kings, Lord of Lords. He is the Tower of 
Strength giving us all we need in this life to triumph and overcome adversity; to bless us 
with prosperity and success; to give us a greater sense of purpose, self-worth, value and 
dignity; and to fulfill the great desire of our hearts -- the Exaltation of Self. Is this not the 
Gospel we love to hear preached on Sundays? 
  But He has another Name. It’s not easy to hear. But when it is heard, it turns the 
heart Upside Down so that we might live Right Side Up – just as it was in the beginning. He 
changes everything. There is something about that Name. We need to hear it. We need to 
be changed by it. 

 

 

  

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________     
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

Personal Journal Entry 



 

 

Lesson 3 The Scroll 

 
 Observations: 
♦ Context: In Eternal Throne Room / Worship of God / Then – This Event Happens 

in Chapter 5 Drama: Unrestrained Weeping to Unrestrained Praise / The Taking 
of the Scroll 

♦ Two Essential Questions:  
 What is this Scroll and When in Time does this Event Take Place? 
   ** Remember:  
 a- We are in Eternity yet before the end of the age when the Lord Jesus               
 returns 
 b- Nothing more central than THE CROSS: I Cor 2:2 / 1 Cor 1:18 / Gal 6:14 
 c- Cross is Timeless: 1 P 1:17-21 / Isa 53: 6-9 / He died then for my sins now 
 d- Biblical word Remember / Anamnesis / Past as if it’s dynamically present  
   ** In every generation, in countless ages of glory: Single Event of All Time – Lift 
 High the Cross 
   ** Key: The judgment to come is nothing more than the administration of the 
 judgment that has been 
 
I. The Crisis in Heaven – 5:1-4: The Scroll / The Question / The Search 

A. The Scroll:  Confusion over Scroll: Book of Future, Eschatological Events / 
God’s Eternal Plan for World’s Destiny / Lamb’s Book of Life / Inheritance 
of Saints / Rev 6:1 - 22:6 

  Key: Scroll with writing on both sides – Where have we seen that before 
   in Holy Scripture? See Ex 32:15 / Ezek 2:7, 10 / Matt 5:17 / Luke 24:44 
   / Heb 10:5 -10 – see Psalm 40:6-8 

  Note:  God’s Word / Summation of Law and Prophets which Messiah 
   came to fulfill.  Just Requirements of the Law must be met for sinful man to 
   approach Holy God.  We cannot do it. We have sinned: Rom 3:9-12 /  
   3:19-20/ 3:23 / Ps 14 / Isa 53:6.  Need for Arbiter: Job 9:33 / 1 Tim  
   2:5 / Heb 9:15 / 1 Cor 15:55-57 / Col 1:19 

B. The Question: WHO IS WORTHY TO BREAK THE SEALS AND 
OPEN THE SCROLL?”  Worthy” -- Having weight of something of like 
value / Comparative term / Just / Equal.  Set on the scales / Balance / Matt 
6:26 / 10:31– worth more than sparrows/ more valuable. 

   ** Who is worthy as one of us / to go for all of us / to do the work / to meet  
 the  demands? 

C. The Search:  John in eternity: The Search throughout all time – heaven, 
earth, under earth – NO ONE:   2x [vs 3, 4] – Experience Search / Experi-
ence verdict: NO ONE / Unrestrained weeping.  John knows the SCROLL / 
Understands QUESTION / Feels impact of SEARCH. NO ONE 
WAS FOUND WHO WAS WORTHY – What if there was no Savior? 

   ** Where is the weeping today in a quick-fix, morphine induced culture of instant 
 relief? 

 
 

 

 

II. The Heart of the Lamb 
      A.    He Emptied Himself: We step down from our exalted positions by coming 
 to  that Scroll 

1. The Purpose of the Law: Rom 7:7, 21-25 / 3:20 – we become conscious 
of sin 

2. The Spirit of the Law: Read Sermon on the Mount – Matt 5-7 – A Matter 
of the Heart!  Who is it that can meet the just requirements of the Law 
and enter into Heaven? 

3. The Judgment of the Law: James 2:10 – keep it all, stumble at one point, 
declared guilty! 

 ** Rom 3:10-18, 23: We have all fallen short / That Scroll – None of us 
 are worthy to take it 
 ** Result: We are Incapable / We are in a Deplorable State / We need a 
 Sovereign Intervention 
 
       B.    He Humbled Himself: We stay down in humility – the Church serving not 
  as lion but Lamb 

1. John the Baptist: Mark 1:7 – I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
sandal thongs.  Before the Lamb, John saw himself in humility unable to 
do most menial task 

2. The Centurion: Matt 8:8 – Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under 
my roof 

3. The Prodigal Son: Luke 15:19, 21 – Father, I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son 

 ** Contrast the American Attitude: Presumption / Arrogance / Pride /      
 Exaltation of Self 
 ** Presence of Attitude in Churches / Pulpits / Leaders / Christians – 
 Where is the Humility? 

a. God is obliged to save us / We have the right to decide to accept or 
reject Him 

b. We deserve to receive His blessings / We expect Him to meet all our 
demands 

c. Being a Christian promotes power – prosperity – success – happiness 
– long life 

Bridge:  The Lord Jesus became Lamb – Emptying and Humbling Himself as 
a bond-servant in obedience.  It remains the call for Leaders / Christians / 
Church today: Lk 1:38 / Rom 1:1 / Jas 1:1 / 2 Pet 1:1 

Application: 
1. Enter into His worship as the Lamb [see Phil 2:10-11 / Rev 5] and be changed  

by it 
2. Examine our hearts: Have we this presumption before God or this attitude 

found in Christ 
3. Apply this role as bond-servant by living in obedience to the Father – no mat-

ter the cost 
4. To pray for the grace of the Holy Spirit to know this humility in Christ as our 

witness 
 

NEXT WEEK: “The Fire” – READ REVELATION 5 
Read Luke 16:19-31 / 2 Peter 2:4-10 /  Revelation 2:18-29 



 

 

Lesson 4 The Lamb 

 
 Observations: 
♦ Dominant Picture the Lord Jesus in Rev: The Lamb [1st time -5:6 / 30 times in 

all].  Contrast with 1:12-16: Why not appear in Rev as The Victorious Con-
quering Lion? 

♦ Centrality of Cross: 1 Cor 1:18/ 2:2 /Gal 6:14 the Key of Scripture: Sacrifice! 
 ** He stands in Glory today as the Risen Lamb. What does this say about 
 us – and about His Church? 
 
I.  The Picture of the Lamb and its Fulfillment 
    A.    Four Pictures of the OT 

1. Genesis 22:7-8: Isaac knew in worship before God Almighty there must   
be a sacrifice 

2. Ex 29:38-46: Each day and night, the priests offered a lamb in obedience   
to the Lord 

3. Ex 12:3-13: The Passover Lamb, the blood on the doorposts, the               
Destroyer passes over 

4.  Isa 53:7: The Suffering Servant, taking up our infirmities, is led like     
lamb to slaughter 

    B.   Four Pictures of the NT 
1. John 1:29, 36:  When John saw the Lord Jesus, He knew Him as the 

Lamb of God 
2. Acts 8:34: The Ethiopian asks, Who is this in Isa 53:7-8? Philip tells him 

of Jesus 
3. 1 Cor 5:7: The Celebration of Glory: Christ our Passover has been sacri-

ficed for us! 
4. I Peter 1:18-20: Jesus the Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world -- 

Rev 13:8 
 

Bridge: Centrality of the Cross / Fulfillment of Law and Prophets / Lamb 
on His Throne Reigning in Glory 
 
Key Application: Phil 2:5-11. He Emptied Himself. He Humbled Himself. We 
are to do the same 
 
** Today He continues to model the Lamb, even as He is mocked and ridi-
culed in the World 
 
** He sees us just the same – sending His Church out as “sheep among 
wolves” – Matt 10:16 

 

 

 II. The Praise in Heaven – 5:5-13:  One of the Elders / Saying: One has 
come from us 

A. vs 5: Lion of Judah: Gen 49:8-12 / Root of King David: Isa 9:6-7 
/ 11:1  

B. vs 6:  The Passover Lamb: John 1:29 / Acts 8:32 – Isa 53:7  / 1 
Cor 5:7 / 1 Peter 1:19.  Dead yet alive – Rev 1:18 / Horns of Author-
ity / Eyes of Spirit—Rev 1:14, 2:18 

C. vs 7: The Act! The Event of All Time! The Mighty Verse Seven– 
He takes the Scroll!  Suddenly: Unrestrained Weeping to Unre-
strained Praise Cherubim / Elders [vs 9-10] / Angels [vs 11-12], 
Every Creature [vs 13] 

 
THERE WAS A DAY: In our History / Earth-perspective /  

  Lamb approached Throne of Father 
THERE WAS A CHOICE: Take this cup from Me – Yet not what 

  I will, but what You will    
THERE WAS AN ACT: I lay down My life…of My own accord – 

  [Mk 14:36 / Jn 10:17-18] 
** Garden of Gethsemane– In time / Out of time / For all time– The 

  Cross of Jesus Christ 
** Biblical word: Anamnesis– 1 Cor 11:26 / Gal 6:14 / I Cor 2:2– 

   Core Message of Bible 
 
Application:  
1. Have you considered that nature of the Scroll in the Father’s Hand? 
2. Do you know something about the weeping– our inability/ our wretched-

ness?– Rom 7:24 
3. Have you considered the Lord Jesus Christ? Who He is? What He has 

done for us all? Have you fled to Him and Him alone – and to that Cross? 
– 1 Cor 15:55-57  Have you joined the choruses of heaven in celebration 
of the Risen Lord Jesus? 

 
  
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK: “The Lamb” – READ REVELATION 5:6 
Read : John 1:29 / Acts 8:32 – Isa 53:7  

1 Cor 5:7 – Ex 12: 1-13  / 1 Peter 1:19 



 

 
The Scroll Journal Entry 

 It’s the SEARCH that undoes me sometimes. How quickly I read the Scriptures 
rather than stopping, lingering, meditating, praying and asking a thousand questions. 
The question is asked in verse two. In verse three, there is this massive, all-encompassing 
SEARCH. In verse four, the great apostle John weeps, ah – but not just weeps. This word 
in Greek is an uncontrollable, unrestrained weeping. What does this mean? Well, clearly 
he is not simply an observer in this process. He is not like someone watching a movie of 
some kind, engaged slightly but, in reality, detached. John is fully and completely invested 
in the SEARCH. It matters to him. It involves him. The outcome deeply impacts him. 
This being the case, how can I race over these verses? Do I simply jump into verse five 
where we begin to see resolution to the problem? But if I do, how will I come to under-
stand this great, unimagineable answer – this glorious verdict, “Do not weep! See…” – if I 
have no understanding of the angel’s question – no idea why this SEARCH is taking place 
– no care for the sudden outburst of John wailing in tears? If I could just stop and let 
these verses sink in deeply. 
  Of course, it’s hard to do. We are no longer accustomed to suffering and pain. 
The moment it starts in this modern world of ours we pop aspirin, we get a prescription 
from the doctor, or we turn our head and do our best not to look at it – not to confront it 
– and, God forbid, not to stay in it too long. I remember this especially from my days 
training for ministry. I was sent one summer to do a chaplaincy at a city hospital. I found 
myself beside patients groaning in physical discomfort and it, strangely enough, gave me 
discomfort. “Give them something,” I’d plead with the staff. But it was quite selfishly 
motivated. It’s hard to face pain. Ours or someone else’s. 
  Quick fixes – it’s the story of our times. I’d rather go to verse five. 
  The commentaries have not helped me with this SEARCH. The reason is this: 
There is a problem in discerning the content of the Scroll. It baffles the commentarians. 
When this happens, a number of propositions are put forward and left to the reader’s 
judgment. Consequently, the angel’s question and the SEARCH are left strangely am-
biguous and although John’s weeping is addressed, the tendency is to put the EMPHASIS 
on the remedy and not the problem. And so, the academics and I are in complete agree-
ment – let’s just move on to the good news in verse five. 
  What I know is this: John knows that Scroll in the Father’s hand. He knows the 
contents. He knows it has everything to do with him personally as well as everyone else in 
the human race. Someone has to go to the Father. Someone has to have the ability to 
break the seals and open the Scroll and therefore, by implication, to meet the demands 
that are required in the Scroll. That someone has to be more than able, he has to be 
WORTHY to stand to this Holy Moment. 
  And there we see the great apostle John. As the SEARCH begins – stretching 
out over the heavens throughout all eternity, coursing through every nation on earth, 
rummaging through the the souls imprisoned in the eternal abyss – John knows one sim-
ple answer to the question. It’s not him. He is not able. He is not worthy. He has nothing 
inside him that allows him to go to the Father, to take that Scroll, and to do all that the 
Scroll requires. It’s not him. It’s at this very place that so many begin to feel the tears 
burn down their cheeks. There’s nothing inside that is worthy. “What a wretched man I 
am” exclaimed Paul in Romans 7:24. The demands of the Father will go unmet if someone 
is not found. And the SEARCH continues. The tears turn into sobs. Is this not Paul dur-
ing his three days in Damascus? The Lord Jesus left him three days with the question, 
“Why do you persecute Me?” Three days knowing that he had murderously turned 
against the Lord. Three days without answers. Three days without a Savior to rescue. 
Three days of searching deep inside. 
  It has always been the SEARCH that undoes me. It still does. It’s meant to. 
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